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ABEL BYWATER, A TALE. 





In Sheffield town, and in that part of it called Sheffield Park, 
lives, by trade a cutler, Abel Bywater. In age, he has not 
seen the full reflection of the sun upon the satellite of this 
planet above three hundred and forty times, and having been 
too profligate in his youth to attend to any of the modern 
forms of idolatry, he now fancies, that he isa Deist convert- 
ed to a member of the sect called Calvinists. According 
to his notions, profligacy and Deism, or a belief in the exist- 
ence of a power undefined other than by the word God, are 
synonymous terms; but he errs in this conceit, in not distin- 
guishing between immorality and credulity. Profligacy is 
immorality—Deism is credulity. This cutler first made a 
penknife, then a pen, then a four paged pamphlet, and lastly, 
to the great wonder ofall the torpid minds of Sheffield, a se- 
cond edition of the bulk of sixteen pages! Reader, this first 
edition of four pages, and this second edition of sixteen pages 
are written against Richard Carlile: and the Vicar of Shef- 
field, proud that the town produces a cutler that can make 
a penknife and a pen to cut at Carlile, bas presented Abel 
with ten pounds, to which another Sheffield Christian has 
added five pounds: thus making him free of his printer’s bill: 

for, though Abel’s pamphlet, like some of his cutlery, is made 
to sell rather than to please, a sbare of the Vicar’s tithes was 
absolutely becessary to appease the printer and to support 
Christian credit. 

It is no secret in the world, that Sheffield, like Birming- 
ham, has a bad name, as to the worth of its wares, whether 
deservedly or not the writer does not interfere to say ; but, 
as a writer, he can say, that neither Abel’s four paged, nor his 
sixteen paged pamphlet, will raise its character in the litera- 
ry cr polemical world. And, most gracious God! if the 
Vicar thought that Abel’s pamphlet was worth ten pounds 
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to the church, what must the Vicar himself be worth? As 
a matter of pity, the writer of this will engage to write bet- 
ter pamphlets for Mother Church at five pounds a piece, and 
upset ber to the bargain! 

Such a keen cutting cutler is Abel Bywater, that he has 
made his knife, and his pen, and his pamphlet to cut both 
ways. The title of his pamphlet, the second, the sixteen 
paged 12mo. edition, mind reader, is as follows: 

‘“* A reply to the author of a tract published by Richard 
Carlile, entitled ‘ The Character of the Bible and the Bible 
God:’ to which is added, forty four questions and answers, 
designed to establish in the minds of the rising generation, the 
immateriality and immortality of the buman soul.” In ad- 
dition, we have a motto from Young, to tell us that Christian 
reason is the only genuine sort of reason! 

Thou hast been told, reader, that Abel isa cutting cutler, 
and cuts both ways: so for the proof. His pamphlet is cal- 
led a reply to something published by Richard Carlile, and 
at the same time, designed to establish in the minds of the 
rising generation, the immateriality and immortality of the 
human soul. Now it happens, that all Richard Carlile’s 
publications are also designed to establish in the minds of 
the rising generation, the immateriality and immortality of 
the human soul. So Abel replies to ithe very thing that he 
aims to establish. Here is an enigma; but Abel has forged 
it. Itshall be explained by a paradox. 

There is nothing material, but what is mortal: there is no- 
thing material, but what is immortal: there is nothing im- 
material; but what is mortal: there is nothing immaterial, 
but what is immortal. Materiality is both mortal and im- 
mortal; and immateriality is both mortal and immortal. 
Here are contradictions and no contradictions in the same 
proposition! Here are Abel Bywater and Mother Church 
overthrown by a riddle! Here is an enigma that solves the 
great enigma of priestcraft; and, consequently, the master 
enigma! Here is light brought to light through cutting a 
cutler, and through a dry grinding of the nose of Abel by 
water! If foreskins were now a marketable commodity, as 
a dowry to obtain a king’s daughter*, as in days of yore, 
when Jehovah was on earth; or circumcised and worn like 
beads by the women, as a symbol of their religion, the writer 
would wage a hundred, that no Christian Philistine can un- 
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* See Ist Samuel chap. xvii. ver. 22. The man after God’s 
own heart purchased a wife with two hundred foreskins! 
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riddle his riddle: for, stronger in his mind than Sampson, he 
never trusts his wife with a secret! nor allows any one to 
plow with his heifer! 

THE SOLUTION. 

lst. That which is immaterial must be immortal; because, 
there cannot be mortality without materiality. Jmmaterial- 
ify is Synonimous with the word nothing; therefore, Rich- 
ard Carlile designs to teach the rising generation that the 
human soul is both immortal and immaterial, that it is no- 
thing. What never had being, was never mortal. The hu- 
man soul is immaterial, is nothing. Again, reversed, the 
word immaterial or nothing, as a word, is mortal. 

2d. Every identity is both material and mortal; the com- 
»onent parts of every identity are both material and immor- 
tal. All matter is in constant change, to and from identity ; 
therefore, all matter is both mortal and immortal! 

If this tale doth not open the eyes of Abel Bywater, the 
Sheffield Vicar, aud the dullest of the sons of Mother 
Church, they must remain under the lunatical care of the 
Lord Chancellor Eldon as incurable: incurably diseased by 
studying the doctrine of the trinity in unity, and bow a devil 
was brought into existence by an almighty and all-merci- 
ful God, that predestinated all things from eternity, before 
time or themselves in himself began to exist! 

Abel designed to teach the rising generation with his six- 
teen paged pamphlet; but, had not some good friend of his 
sent it out of Sheffield, it could not have been heard of out 
of Sheffield Park. ~The Vicar and Abel between them, have 
hardly been able to compile ten 12mo pages of original 
matter! The origin of Abel’s pamphlet seems to be this. 

Out of Sheffield came a pompous hand-biil making the Bi- 
ble a common creator, first of itself, and then of all other 
things; instead of an inspirediy written book. This bill 
was sent to Richard Carlile; he copied it into bis Republi- 
can, and wrote a parody on it: thence, the parody, with 
some Scripture or Bible contradictions from a correspondent, 
were taken aud made into a twopenny pamphlet, under the 
title of ‘* The Character of the Bible and Bible God.” This 
little pamphlet has caught the taste of one part of the public 
and stung the other to the quick. ‘To this pamphlet, Abel 
Bywater attempts a reply, and commences in the following 
words: — 

* You commence your attack upon the Sacred Scriptures, 
by stating, as your opinion, that a nation can never be bles- 
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sed or prosperous while the precepts of the Bible are adhered 
to, or that takes the Bible as a foundation on which to build 
its laws, as it is a work totally void of ail morality.” Abel 
puts a falsehood in his first sentence, as well as a contradic- 
tion in his title. ‘The parody no where says, that the Bible 
is void of all morality; but begins with saying, as a mere 
negative, though not less true, of that upon which it isa pa- 
rody: “* A nation can never be blessed or prosperous while 
such a contradictory mass of rules, precepts, and doctrines, 
as this old colijection of fabulous Jew Books contains, gives 
a spirit to its laws. It has no fixed system in morals or in 
physics.” The parody no where says, that if7¢s void of mo- 
rality ; but clearly expresses, that the constant clashing of 
immorality with morality, iu the Bible, renders the latter in- 
effectual, as a matter of instruction from that book ; for few 
know bow to select the good and to leave the evil. 

Abel selects some precepts to shew, that there are good 
ones: the first is the fifth of the ten commandments: “ Ho- 
nour thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long 
in the land, which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” Asa 
contradiction or set off to this may be given, Luke chap. xiv. 
ver. 26, ‘“ If any man come to me, and hate not his father, 
and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sis- 
ters, yea, and his own life also, be cannot be my deciple.” 
It is not represented that Jesus himself ever paid the least ho- 
nour or respect, but much dishonour and disrespect, to his 
parents. ‘There are many other practical as well as theore- 
tical precepts to be found in the Bible opposed to the fifth 
command ment. 

Abel’s second precept is, the sixth commandment, or, 
* ‘Thou shalt not kill.’ What avails such a precept, when 
every one that succeeds iton asimilar subject is the reverse ? 
*¢ Thou shalt kill, thou shalt surely put to death—thou shalt 
utterly smite, &c. &c. men, women, children and cattle.” 
The Bible deserves no title better than that of a BOOK OF 
MURDERS. Killing was the first principle of the Jewish re- 
iigion. It is sanctioned by more than one half of the chap- 
ters of the Bible: and whilst such precepts are hourly im- 
pressed upon the minds of youth, what other than bloodshed 
is to be expected from them in manhood? Every tyrant, 
who figured during the French Revolution, had been school- 
ed by the Bible. If children never saw, nor heard of, nor 
read of killing, they would never barbour the thought in 
manhood. Education makes man such as he is; and a Bi- 
ble education never did, never will, make a good man. 
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The third precept is, the seventh commandment: “ Thou 
shalt not comwmitadultery.” Excepting Adam, who had not 
the opportunity, if he had the will, there is scarcely a person 
meutioned, as a distinguished character, in the Bible, but 
‘hat he commits or springs from adultery. Abraham gave 
up his wife to others, and committed adultery with bis ser- 
vant maid. Lot, with bis daughters, though dead drunk and 
seduced! Believe it, who can? Jacob, with his servant 
maids! Joseph, aponsuch,a miracle! David, the man af- 
ter God’s own heart, was the prince of adulterers! Solomon, 
a prodigy among women! Ii he married any one, he must 
have committed adultery nine hundred and ninety-nine 
times at least! And even the hero of the New Testament is 
represented as the offspring of an adulterous intercourse. 
Certainly, this Bible, and this Christian religion, are meant 
to be a standing jest upon womankin@! 

The fourth precept selected, is the eighth commandment: 
“Thou shalt not steal.” Stealing is a sort of minor vice, 
that was beneath the monstrosity of the Bible heroes and 
heroines. Atleast, they did it by wholesale. The minor 
cases are, that Jacob’s wife stole her father’s Gods. The 
Israelites stole the valuable things of the Egyptians. Micah 
stole some metal and made it into Gods*. Sampson killed 
some thirty Philistines for the sake of stealing their shirts; 
apd David, two hundred, for the sake of stealing their fore- 
skins, as a dowry to obtain a wile from the Lord’s Anointed ! 
Lastly, Jesus Christ and his disciples stole an ass: and his 
priests go about to steal our wits! Here is stealing enough, 
against the one precept of “ thou shalt not steal.” Precepts 
are good for nothing, if the deliverer violates them in .ex- 
ample. 

There are the two remaining commandments, the ninth 
and the tenth; but they are so notoriously violated through- 
out the Bible, and by Jews and Christians down to this 
day, that further comment on this head will be superflu- 
ous. Adding black to black does not heighten the colour. 
Abel’s next effort is, to quibble upon the Scripture Con- 
tradictions that accompany the parody. He does not seem 
to know, that both are copied from the Republican, and 
that the writer of the parody had nothing to do with the 
compilation of the contradictions. Such as they are, there 
is no disguise in them, and they speak for themselves. If 
he desires a better assortment, he is referred to a pamphlet 


* See Judges, chap. 17. 




















838’ THE REPUBLICAN. 


called the Scripturian’s Creed. ‘The circumstance of the 
printer having changed Ezekiel into Ezra, is a matter of 
great triumph to Abel, who cannot find the number of chap- 
ters stated in the latter book. Ifhe can find the passage al- 
luded to in Ezekiel, his triumph is short. Besides, a good 
Bible reader has no need of book, chapter, and verse, to 
find a stated text. Many an infidel to it can do without 
these 

Abel says, that, “if the doctrines of the Bible are false, it 
follows, that man is not a fallen sinful creature, consequently, 
he has no need of a saviour. But if the fall of man can be 
demonstrated, it will prove at once the necessity ofa Saviour, 
and establish the truth of Bible doctrines.” Though the 
two inferences to be drawn from Abel’s proposition are by 
no means necessary, it may be as well to remind the reader, 
that before a fall of man can be proved, by his present cha- 
racter, it is necessary to prove as a predicate, that, he was 
once a higher and more moral being than at present. He 
may now exist as the basest of beings, and it will be 
difficult to find a baser being in the aggregate of any species, 
without having fallen. If he has fallen, there must have 
been a cause for that fall; and as he is very religious in his 
‘fallen state,” the most probable existing inference is, that 
he has fallen, or has been corrupted, by religion, by turning 
his mind to matters of idolatry, instead of following the path 
ofnature. Religion, being the most predominant feature in his 
character, as a ‘‘ fallen being,” every rule of reason justifies 
the conclusion, that his religion is his error, and that he has 
fallen by its corrupting influence. He has fallen from truth, 
he has fallen from reason, he has fallen from nature by adopt- 
ing an idolatry. 

Further, idolators, in treating of the fall of mankind, 
treat of the whole species, and of successive generations of 
that species, as one compounded being, ever existing, whilst 
the truth is, that each identical being is as independent of, 
and as irresponsible for, tne actions of each other identical 
being, as it is possible for one species of animals to be inde- 
pendent of, and irresponsible for, the acts of another species. 
A good father may have a bad son; but there is no proof, 
that the goodness of the father makes the badness of the son 
a fall from a better estate. A fall of man can only exist in 
relation to himself at different times. He may fall from a 
moral into an immoral character, or he may rise from an im- 
moral into a moral character, he may rise from ignorance 
to knowledge; but in relation to the whole species, and to 
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different generations of that species, there can be no such a 
case as a fali of man for which he is morally responsible. 
It will be, therefore, an improvement upon Abel’s logic, to 
say, that as no fal! of man in the aggregate can be proved, 
can exist, there can be no need of a saviour, and nothing 
thereupon to prove the truth of the Bible. If the Vicar of 
Shetiield will read this, he may wish that he had kept bis 
ten pounds, instead of encouraging Abel Bywater to write 
against and cut at Carlile! 

Abel’s next effort will be found to be quite as powerful. 
In commenting on the assertion, that the bible descriptions 
of a deity are not only contemptible but horrible, and in no 
one instance a higher or more dignified character than a ty- 
rant, he refers to various passages in the Bible, where Jeho- 
vah is flattered ; but as no idolators, no servile beings, re- 
vile the object of their worship, the best answer to the flat- 
tery is, to refer to those parts of the Bible where Jehovah is 
called, as at Exodus chap. xx. a Jealous God; at Hebrews 
chap. xii. @ consuming jire; in the Psalms, there went a 
Jlame of fire out of his nostrils, coals of fire were kindled at 
24: at Nahum chap. ii. the Lord is furious and revenge- 
jul. Take nis quarrel with Adam, Eve, and the Serpent: 
his curse of Cain; his drowning the race; his alarm at the 
building of Babel Tower; his colloquy with Abraham ; his 
journeying to Sodom and setting fire to it; his chemical 
freak with Lot’s wife; his ladder feat and wrestling feat 
with Jacob; his pranks with Pharoah, with Moses and 
Aaron, with Joshua at Gilgal, or the hill of foreskins; his 
massacre of men, women, children, aud cattle; his des- 
truction of cities, which, as a destruction of capital, is a 
destruction of human happiness; his experiment of torture 
upon Job; and, finally, after all the compliments paid him 
by the psalmists and the prophets, we find the climax of his 
character in his cuckolding a carpenter, committing adul- 
tery, and standing by to see his own son put to death! 

In what Abel says about seeking God through philosophy, 
it is evident, that he is not a reader of the Republican. 
Richard Carlile knows nothing about God, as an identity: 
no man has hunted the universe of matter more earnestly 
for him; but he hascome back from bis toils, and proclaims 
that the Gods and spirits of old are not now to be found—he 
knows nothing about them—and proclaims, that they have 
not now existence. 

In the Character of the Bible, it is asserted, that there is 
not one corroborated truth in that book. Abel crows over 
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the fancied error, and appeals to the existence of the Jews 
as a corroboration of the history of the Jews. Bat this is 
not what is meant by corroboration. To corroborate a 
statement, it is necessary that two persons, coutemporary with 
the fact, should have recorded it, and that the story of the 
one agree with that of the other. The existence of the Jews, 
at this day, is no corroboration of what their ancestors are 
recorded to have doae, any more than Richard Carlile’s ex- 
istence is a proof, that his father was a clever mathematician, 
or that his grandfather was a shrewd though ignorant far- 
mer. His existence is a proof, that he had a father and a 
grandfather ; and tine existence of the Jews, is a proof, that 
they had ancestors; but no man can say positively when 
the Bible was first compiled as a book, or by whom. There 
is not a sentence in it as a piece of history, that is corrobo- 
rated by the history of any other writer. Abel brings forth 
Josephus and Rollin, as two historians, whose histories cor- 
roborate that of the Bible; but he forgets, that instead of 
corroborating, they are comparatively modern writers, in 
relation to the Bible, and do but repeat and copy from it. 
The one wasa Jew, the other a Christian; the corroboration 
required is from an old historian, who was neither Jew nor 
Christian, who lived at least two thousand years ago. 
Search for such a historian, and he is not to be found. Jo- 
sephus believed in the existence of Devils, and in the power 
of exorcising them; Rollin believed in the prophetic power 
of oracles: consequently, both were far from being wise 
meu, both were predisposed by education to credit fables ; 
a disposition which makes a man unfit to be a historian. 

Abel concludes his pamphlet with the questions designed 
to teach the rising generation the immateriality and immor- 
tality of the human soul. Never were questions better de- 
signed, or more equal to the purpose. 

In the middle of his pamphlet, he observes; ‘‘ You must 
certainly believe, that either God created the world, or that 
the world is eternal, for betwixt these two there is no me- 
dium; if you allow the former, you will involve yourself in 
a gross falsehood ; and toallow the latter, will make matter 
eternal at once, and that matter is eternal, you don’t profess 
to believe.” Abel says more for Richard Carlile than the 
latter says for himself; but to reason with Abel here, it is 
necessary to understand what he means by the word God, 
what he means by the word world, what he means by the 
word efernal, what he means by the word matter. Different 
men attach different ideas to each of these words; therefore, 
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there can be no common rule of reasoning upon them. With 
any precise definition, Richard Carlile does not hold to these 
words. If Abel Bywater will state his definition, then they 
may be reasoned upon as he wishes. 

After the same manover, Abel treats of the word soul, and 
it will be a sufficient overthrow of all his notions, if be will 
but ask himself what he means by the word soul. To 
what part or principle of the human body he refers? He 
will discover all his errors if be will but commune with him- 
self on this head, and try whether be can discover a_ thing 
in the body called a soul, separate from mind or sensation. 
Abel says, that matter and spirit have a positive existence, 
and that they are not dependant apon each other. We dis- 
tinguish matter by various identities; but how or where 
are we to distinguish spirit as a distinct property from the 
properties of matter? 

In speaking of substance, he gives an answer to his own 
question, that ‘a substance, is that which can subsist by 
itsel’, independent of any created being.” Upon this defini- 
tion, there can be no substance in matter; for Abel tells us 
that matter is a created being. ‘There can be no substance 
in souls; for souls are said ody spiritualists to be created 
beings. 

Abel goes on to contradict himself, by asking how many 
substances there are of which we have any knowledge. ‘To 
this he answers two, or matter and spirit. Hence, his infer- 
ence is, that neither matter nor spirit, has been created; 
consequently, that matter is eternal! For he says, that sub- 
stance has never been created, and that matter is substance ! 
An intelligent Materialist would make a Materialist of Abel 
in less than an hour, by mild and fair discussion. 

He states the essential properties of matter to be, ponde- 
rosity or weight, size or quantity, shape or figure. These 
may be identical properties of matter; but they are not es- 
sentials. Abel then says, that, wherever there is weight, 
there is figure. All fluid matter bas ponderosity or w eight, 
size or quantity ; but what shape or figure can Abel ascribe 
to it? ‘To have a figure, it must be fixed: and Abel has 
not yet communed with himself enough to reason from fixed 
to fluid, and from fluid to fixed matter. 

Two kinds of gas, or air, mingling in certain quantities, 
will form a liquid or water. Water acied upon by the rays 
of the sun, and other atmospberical phenomena, will produce 
both animals and vegetables. Animals and vegetables grow- 
ing aud decaying form every species of lime, earths, and 










































842 THE REPUBLICAN. 


petrifactions. These fixed substances go on to form a planet : 
that planet is at first exceedingly aqueous ; but by the growth 
of animal and vegetable matter, the quantity of earth and 
petrifaction increases, and the water decreases, until the 
planet proceeds to a state of ignition, and finally forms a 
sun. ‘l'hat is one of the theories of matter, and its planetary 
system; but from the first formation of a planet to its igni- 
tion as a sun, is a slow process of millions of years. ‘The 
extinction of exhausted suus has been marked by astrono- 
mers. ‘T’he rays of the sun form an evident dispersion of 
matter, and that dispersion goes on to increase the bulk of 
the surrounding planets; but, by degrees, too slow to be 
perceptible by generations of human beings, or to be in any 
way recorded by them. 

Abel pursues the enquiry of the essential properties of spirit; 
but without any kind of reasoning, of data, or of observation, he 
answers from a writer of the name of Drew, that they are consci- 
ousness, volition, and judgment. ‘To this it may be answered, that 
consciousness, volition, and judgment, are nothing more than the 
phenomena which arise from sensation, and that, unless sensation 
can be proved to be independent of the body, nothing called the 
soul or spirit of man can be proved. Abel will find, that the me- 
taphysics of Dr. Watts and of Samual Drew will not gain him any 
solid applause in the present day. They are erroneous at every 
point. Superstition furnished the premises from which they rea- 
soned; they began and ended in error. So with Abel Bywater. 
“ In the Character of the Bible, it is asserted, that what is called 
the English Bible is not a literal translation of the original Hebrew 
into the English language; but merely an English version fabri- 
cated for the purposes of English priests. A literal translation 
will certainly be shortly made, as has been long promised. Mr. 
Taylor, who has lately distinguished himself in Dublin, as a cler- 
gyman of the established church renouncing the Christian religion, 
thus reviews a sermon of the Reverend W. Bushe’s, preached 
against Roman Catholicism: ‘“* How grossly the Roman Catho- 
lics have been deceived in the translation of the holy scriptures, 
he attempted to shew, among innumerable other instances, from 
the corrupt version which one of their Cardinals of highest repute 
among them, has given of the Ist verse of the 110th Psalm, which 
he has rendered, ‘ my Lord said unto my Lady, sit thou on my 
right hand till | make thine enemies thy footstool.’ But we are 
Hebraists, and can instruct Mr. Bushe, that such a translation 
comes nearer, (a hundred miles off as it is) to the sense of the 
original, than our received version. We should be cursed and 
blasted too—should we venture to give the true rendering of this 
and some other passages, which the saints cannot, and scholars 
dare not rectify.” On the wrapper of the No. of the Clerical Re- 
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view (six numbers of which were lately published in Dublin) 
which has the foregoing article, we find the literal translation set 
forth as follows: 

“« See a reference to the mistranslation of the Ist verse of the 
110th, in our observations on Mr. Bushe’s Sermon—The Hebrew 
here is particularly awkward—Yaunou, or Jack, sitting upon the 
lid of the box ‘ said unto Adonis, sit thou at my right hand.’ 
Both these deities resided together in the house of the Lord, which 
was at Jerusalem—where this dialogue occurred, in which Jack 
compliments Adonis upon his beauty “and promises to fight against 
his enemies and split their skulls for them—Jack had a cloven 
foot and an eagle’s nose—but Adonis was very handsome—their 
worship was united by the wise but idolatrous King Solomon— 
8th Ezekiel, Ist Kings 11, 7; 2d Kings 23.” 

Mr. Taylor has arrived in London, and there is now congregat- 
ing in that Metropolis, a phalanx of talent resolutely bent on ex- 
posing the frauds of the Christian religion. A literal translation 
of the Bible, with proper notes and comment, published in Nos. 
weekly, at a moderate price, would be the most profitable publi- 
cation that has issued, or can issue at this day, from the press. 
We invite Mr. Taylor’s attention to that, as a first point of opera- 
tion in London. The whole of his publications, that can be ob- 
tained for sale, shall be sold at 84, Fleet Street; further particu- 
lars of which shall be given. 

To conclude: We hope, that we have told a very good tale of 
Abel Bywater, and most earnestly hope, that the subject of the 
tale will be improved by it. All we aim at is mutual instruction; 
but irony and sarcasm are absolutely essential weapons to com- 
bat some corrupted minds. Of the Vicar of Sheffield, we have 
no hope, so long as he can enforce his tithes and easter offerings ; 
to which we see Mr. Justice Parker is rendering him magisterial 
assistance: but of Abel Bywater, a young man, who can have no 
lasting interest in the frauds of idolatry, we hope, that we shall 
not have applied in vain. Sheffield is at present an abominably 
black and torpid town; to illumine which, no pains nor attentions 

shall be spared. Light! Mental light for Sheffield! 
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APPENDIX TO THE PARALLEL BETWEEN ST. 
PAUL AND WILLIAM CAMPION, INSERTED 
IN THE LAST NUMBER. 


Copy of a Petition sent to the Lord Mayor on Monday, 
the |\Ath instant, but up to this day, Wednesday, June the 
30th, we have not received an answer. 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LoRDsuIP, 
We, the undersigned, take the liberty of requesting your 
Lordsbip’s interference in a matter in which we are given to 
understand that your Lordship alone can assist us. We 
were convicted at the Sessions just ended, of publishing 
** blasphemous” works. We do not wish to meet the ques- 
tion of the justice or injustice of such convictions. We should 
have endured our imprisonment without a murmur had that 
been all; but, according to the regulations of this prison, we 
are not allow ed to see our friends, but at the distance of four 
feet, and with the intervention of two rows of tron bars. 
We, therefore, take the liberty of requesting of your Lord- 
ship, that, by your authority, our friends may be allowed 
at such time, and for such periods as your Lordship may 
think fit, to see and converse with us in the yard. We ap- 
peal to your Lordship, because your station in the civil go- 
vernment gives you the power, and because, judging from 
your Lords ship’s public acts of hamanity, we are led to be- 
lieve, that you have the will to relieve us from this unneces- 
sary ‘privation. The loss of liberty alone is a severe visita- 
tion for mere matters of opinion, and we do hope that your 
Lordship, by granting us the favour above mentioned, will 
render comparatively light the, at present, severe privations 
of 
Your Lordship’s obedient Servants, 


WILLIAM CAMPION, three years imprisonment. 
JOHN CLARKE, three ditto, ditto. 

WILLIAM HALEY, three ditto, ditto. 
RICHARD HASSELL, two ditto, ditto. 
THOMAS JEFFERIES, eighteen months,-ditto. 
WILLIAM COCHRANE, six ditto, ditto. 

JOHN CHRISTOPHER, six ditto, ditto. 
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The following is an exact account of the situation, treat- 
ment, &c. of Mr. Carlile’s Shopmen in Newgate. 


1. The place we are confined in, is twenty two feet by 
sixteen feet. It has three windows, each with a paper case- 
ment, which must either be kept shut to the exclusion of a 
great portion of light, or the cold winds must occasionally 
beat in. In this place there are fen persons, as the allotted 
number, day and night. 

2. What are given us to lie upon are literally door mats. 
One side of the ward is raised about six inches from the le- 
vel, and gradually decreases util it becomes even with the 
middle of the floor; at the highest part, is a further rise of 
about six inches, intended to answer the purpose of a pillow. 
Three rugs are given for each person, and this constitutes 
the whole of our bed and bedding. 

3. The food allowed for each person for a day, is one 
pound of brown bread, and about one pint of gruel; this is 
the regular allowance. Every alternate day is also.given six 
ounces of beef, and the following day is given, as another 
dinner, about one pint of the water the beef is boiled in, 
which is called soup. The beef is what, if we were out and 
could get better, we should term dog’s meat. lt is most 
wretched stuff; the bread is the only thing wholesome and 
eatable. 

4. We have a yard for exercise, about thirty six feet by 
iwenty four. There are five wards belonging to this yard, 
and should each ward be filled upon the same rule as our 
own, this yard must be resorted to by fifty persons. We 
can be in this yard from seven in the morning until within 
an hour of sun set, when we are locked up in our ward for 
the night. 

By the rules of this prison no visitor can be allowed ex- 
cept a relation, and even then we can only speak to them 
through tron bars. There are two rows of irou bars at the 
distance of four feet, and each prisoner must wait his turn to 
be admitted between these bars, even if his friends are wait- 
ing inthe passage. I{ is a matter of favour and not of right 
that we are admitted at ali between these bars after trial; but 
should talk with our friends at the full distance of four feet. 
We have reason to suppose, that several persons have been 
denied admittance since our trials. William Campion un- 
derstands, that ¢Aree friends were denied admittance to him, 
op Tuesday, 15th instant, solely because they did not 
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tell a falshood as most others do, by ‘stating they were rela- 
tions. 

6th. We have applied to Mr. Wontner to have our boxes 
brought into the ward, but this has been refused, and if we 
have them at all in the prison they must be kept i in the store 
room, and we must make application to the governor or 
turnkey, whenever we require any thing outof them. Rich- 
ard Hassel has applied for leave to bring i in asmall wriling 
desk, but this has been refused. 

7th. No food is allowed to be brought in unless cooked. 
A person brought in a small piece of bacon, but we were 
not allowed to have it. Every person is searched as they 
come in: females are sfript, and if any oneis found to have 
a book upon them they are taken into the governor’s office 
for examination, and it rests with him, whether to refuse or 
admit it. It is but justice to state that we do not know an 
instance yet wherein be has refused; but his power to do it 
may be at any time exerted. 

Since trial we applied to Mr. Wontner for better sleeping 
accommodation. He stated that he could not supply the 
whole with “horse Jedsteads,” and it would be unfair to 
give to some and not to the whole; but that we might get 
some made at our own expence and be would allow them 
to be brought in. 

We are situated precisely as before trial, with this one ex- 
ception, that we may have in potatoes and sallads. 


WILLIAM CAMPION. 
JOHN CLARKE. 
WILLIAM HALEY. 
THOMAS JEFFRIES. 
RICHARD HASSELL. 
T. R. PERRY. 
WILLIAM COCHRANE 
JOHN CHRISTOPHER. 


Here isa statement of severe punishment, of cruel, and long- 
to-be-continued privation, which, at least in this country, has 
no parallel since the proceedings in the Star Chamber were 
abolished. 

Where are the bodies of Philanthropists whose praise is 
continually sounded in our ears; where are the benevolent 
Quakers, where is William Allen and Luke Howard and 
Joseph Forster and Joseph Fry? where are the Christies, the 
Reynoldes, the Gurneys, the Barclays? where is Mrs. FRy the 
leader? Have these benevolent people forgotten the persecu- 
tions of their own class of their own progenitors? have they 
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forgotten the jines, the imprisonments, the scourgingss, the i 
transportings, the hangings of“ friends, ” for differing in opin- i 
nion; and conscientiously, openly, and honestly declaring 
their difference of opinions—a difference not greater be- 
tween the tenets of their sect and their persecutors, than 
between theirs and the men now so inhbumanly treated in | 
Newgate. Are they benevolent, or, are they also persecutors | 
for opinions? will they suffer, then, mento endure all that ! 
human nature can endure, without help, because they are ' 
neither criminals nor Quakers? 
Where are the members of the Prison Discipline Improve- 
ment Society, where is the Royal President, the two Mar- \, 
quises, the ten arls, the three BisHoPs, the eleven Barons, | 
the fifteen members of the House of Commons, who are Vice | 
Presidents? Are nove of them ready to help the oppressed | 
in prison? Is it absolutely necessary that a man should be 
a convicted villain before he can claim the assistance of the 
benevolent band, or the Prison Discipline people ? perhaps it * 
is. But if to neglect these prisoners for conscience sake 
a christian duty, the morality and charity are clearly on the 
side of the persecuted infidels. | 











TO RICHARD CARLILE. | 


Sunday, May 30. 

Tuovu hast no doubt impeached me of idleness, Fellow Citi- 
zen, for having delayed for some weeks my task of translat- i 
ing ‘and abridging the most useful treatise of the most learn- 
ed of modern philosophers, And [ confess indeed, that I 
really was extremely idle, ’till [ heard that the wretched 
Christicoles had renewed their persecutions. But even when 
this information had roused me from my lethergy, I did not 
immediately continue my correspondence with thee; first, 
because I thought myself better employed in another occu- 
pation, and secondly, because a circumstance detained me, 
which I am not at liberty to mention. At length, however, 
I can recommence the first labour I undertook, and | pro- 
mise, that if I remain in tolerable health, so great an interval! 
shall never again elapse between thy receiving any two of 
my letters. 

| hope those which I have already sent thee, have served 
to initiate my brother Republicans into the Mysteries of Al- 
legory. Atany rate [ think, every reader must have per- | 
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ceived, in what manner the beginning of the Book of Gene- 
sis is most easily interpreted; and how strikingly this Jewish 
fable agreeth with an equally credible story found iv the 
Scriptures of a more learned and more powerful nation. Af- 
ter observing, therefore, that the six thousand years, or the 
six months of the Persian Cosmogony, clearly correspond, in 
that of the Hebrews, to the six days of the Creation, or of 
the beneficent energy of the Good Princip!e, I shall proceed 
to lay before thee another cosmogony quoted by Suidas, at 
the article Zyruhkenia. ‘ A very ancient Tuscan author,” 
saith he, “ hath written, that the great Demiourgos, or the 
God that constructed the universe, hath employed twelve 
thousand years in the works which he hath produced, 
_and hath divided them into twelve times distributed among 
the twelve mansions of the Sun (i. e. among the twelve 
Signs of the Zodiac). In tbe first thousand he made hea- 
ven and earth. In the second, the firmament, which he also 
called heaven. In the third, the sea and the waters that 
flow in the earth. In the fourth, the two great torches of na- 
ture. In the fifth, the soul of the birds, reptiles and quadru- 
peds, and the animals which live in air, earth, and water. 
In the sixth thousand, he made Man. Itappeareth,” addeth 
the author, “ that the first six thousand years having pre- 
ceded the formation of man, the human race is to subsist 
another space of six thousand years; so that the whole time 
of the consummation of the work may be comprised in the 
period of twelve thousand years.”—If we substitute one day 
for one thousand years, the former part of this quotation ans- 
wereth precisely to what we read in the Book of Genesis; 
‘and probably the best way of accounting for this similarity, 
is to refer both the Hebrew and Tuscan ‘Cosmogony to that. 
of the Persians, by which they are both explained. 

Now according to Dupuis, the Serpent of Persian Scrip- 
ture is that which we find upon the celestial globe. Thus 
the Boundesh saith: ‘ Abriman, or the Principle of Evil and 
Darkness, he by whom Evil came into the world, penetrat- 
eth into heaven under the form of a Snake, accompanied by 
the Dews, who only seek to destroy.” Again, it is written 
in another part of the Zend-Avesta: ‘“* When the Paris (the 
Evil Genii) desolated this world, and ran throughout the 
whole universe; when the Starry Serpent made a road be- 
tween heaven and earth (i. e. mounted about the horizon) 
&e. &e.” 

The Zend-Avesta elsewhere uniteth the Serpent with the 
Wolf, a constellation which is placed at the south of the Ba- 
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lance, as the Serpent is at the north, and which riseth at the 
same time with both of them. So the Cosmogony of the 
Scandivavians always uniteth the wolf Seuris, with the fa- 
mous Serpent his brother, who carrieth devastation into the 
world. So also in'the Grecian fables, Lycaon is changed in- 
toa Wolfatthe termination of the golden age, when Themis- 
Astrea (the constellation Virgo, which precedeth the Ba- 
lance) ascendeth into heaven. Moreover, after this fable 
cometh the account of Apollo, or the Sun, over the Serpent 
Python, or the Dragon of the Poles, which riseth with that 
of Ophiuchus, but more to the north. The reason why, in 
his explanations, Dupuis hath preferred the latter serpeut, is, 
that it appeareth, from Persian traditions, to be the one men- 
tioned in the Books of Genesis. ‘* The Persians,” saith 
Chardin, ‘‘ have almost the very same constellations that we 
have, except that they call Bootes and Serpentarius the great 
and little Ava, that is, Eve, the mother of the human race.” 

We may here remark, that in the Arabian Spheres, the 
place of the constellation Hercules Ingeniculus, which is a 
little to the north of the Serpent, was occupied by a Camel. 
This explaineth the following Rabbinical tradition mention- 
ed by Maimonides. “It is said, that God, seeing Samiel 
(or the Devil) coming to tempt Eve, and riding on his Ca- 
melo-morphie Serpent, could not forbear from laughing at 
so strange a sight.” 

A passage of the third chapter of Genesis seemeth, accord- 
ing to the Vulgate, to place the Serpent at the feet of the 
Woman, endeavouring to bite them; and accordingly we 
find, that the Celestial Serpent riseth with the extremity of 
the Balance, in ancient Spheres carried by a Woman, who 
seemeth to rest her feet upon it. This is the same Serpent, 
which, jin the Book of Revelations, pursueth the winged mo- 
ther of the child, that is one day to reign over the uni- 
verse. 

I may here remark, that Dupuis, in his admirable treatise upon 
this Phrygian book, entereth into a full account of the victory ob- 
tained by the Lamb over that Old Serpent, called Satan and the 
Devil; who, after being first enchained, and then liberated, is at 
last hurled down into the bottomless pit. If ever there were a 
work, Richard Carlile, which unfoldeth the mysterious doctrines 
of thy ignorant Persecutors, it is “ Dupuis’ Examination of the 
Apocalypse;” and I hope that m a short time I shall be able to 
present a literal or abridged Translation of it to the perusal of my 
fellow Citizens. It isenough to say, for the present, that this des- 
cription of the scenes, presented to those who were initiated at 
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the Phrygian Mysteries of the God of light, is founded upon the 
doctrine of the two principles, coupled with ideas taken from As- 
tronomy. All the comical fables, such as those of the combat of 
Jupiter against the Giants with Serpents’ feet, the triumph of 
Orus and Osius over Zyphon, of Apollo over the monster Python, 
&c., are explained by one of two Celestial Serpents, viz. either by 
that of the Pole,-or by thatof Ophiuchus. We see, therefore, that 
the same key which openeth the sanctuaries of the Jews and 
Christians, openeth also that of the Pagans; and the unity of the 
principles of solution might necessarily demonstrate its Truth, ex- 
cept indeed to those who are still blinded by the prejudices of 
childhood. 

Dupuis now proceedeth to treat upon the Tree of Life, and the 
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil; but I do not myself 
think, Richard Carlile, that his explanation is here very intelligi- 
ble. We find indeed in the Book of Revelations, that the Tree 
of Life, whose leaves are for healing of the nations, is planted 
near the throne of the Lamb, and may perhaps there be symbo- 
lical of the salvation obtained for the world by the entrance of 
the Solar Deity Christ, into that Sign of his exaltation. Again, 
we may compare the two Paradisiacal Trees to the two Tuns of 
Jupiter, one of which poureth out Good and the other Evil, and 
Manes believed that there are Two Principles, which Jesus 
Christ hath denoted by the Good and Evil Tree. In a 
Mithriac monument, a tree just covered with leaves is placed 
near the Sign of Spring, while another, which beareth fruit, is 
placed near the Scorpion, the symbol of Autumn and of the Evil 
principle. This latter Tree may be the tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, as it is placed just on the borders of the Empire 
of the two principles. Like the Tree in the Apocalypse it is re- 
presented as bearing twelve fruits, a number equal to the twelve 
months of the year and the twelve prefutures of Ormundi, and 
Ahriman. Moreover, Epiphanius hath preserved us a passage of 
the Book entitled the ‘‘ Gospel of Eve,” in which the Tree of Life 
is said to bear twelve fruits every year, nevertheless I should 
myself have supposed, Richard Carlile, that it was the Tree of 
Knowledge that ought to have borne the fruits; and as a friend to 
candour and truth, I think it my duty to point out this apparent 
defect in the explanation given by my favourite author. 

But leaving this point to the investigation of your Readers, I 
proceed to observe, that the Tree of Life was guarded by Cheru- 
bim, and by a flaming sword, accordingly we find on the celestial 
globe, near the equinox gate of the Lamb, a winged genius, armed 
with a sword, whose appearance in the east seemeth to threaten 
his opponent the Serpent. The bright constellation alluded to, is 
Perseus, who is otherwise called Chelub; a word very much re- 
sembling Cherub, and which signifieth, according to the Arabs, a 
dog, probably a watch dog, or one that guardeth any place. We 
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may add, that in the Persian sphere this constellation is desig- 
nated as “‘ a brave man armed with a sword.” 

Near Perseus is Capella, or the she-goat accompanied by the 
he-goats or kids, from whom Jupiter is said to have derived the 
title of Ogiochus, and whom the author of the Samaritan Genesis 
probably alluded to, when he said: “In the beginning the he- 
created the heaven and the earth.” 

_ We see, Richard Carlile, how the greatest apparent absurdi- 
ties are explained by a reference to ancient astronomy. Indeed, 
almost. all the personages of remote antiquity, whether called 
Gods, or men, were either constellations, or personifications of the 
effects and properties of natural objects. Hence, the Jabeens, to 
whose Religion Abraham belongs, were adorers of the Stars, and 
regarded as natural Gods, Adam, Eve, and the Serpent; and the 
Chronicle of Alexandria telleth us, that theseJsame fabulous beings, 
together with Cain, Seth, &c., were Genii, Gods, or Angels. 

Dupuis here presenteth the Reader with a sort of astronomical 
map, which sheweth, at a single coup d’@il, the state of the hea- 
vens as he hath just been describing them. This of course I can- 
not insert; and indeed I hope it is unnecessary, after the detail 
which I have entered into, in these three letters. In my next I 
shall commence the second chapter of this admirable treatise, and 
having already explained the fall of man as occasioned by the 
serpent, shall proceed to show that the Evil was repaired by that 
Heavenly Lamb, which taketh away the sins of the world, even 
by Aries when the Sun entering this constellation repaireth the 
evil of Winter, and triumpheth over the powers of darkness. 

Believe me, Fellow Citizen, 


THY FRIEND. 





TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 


Sheffield, year 1724, of havoc, 
bloodshed, massacre, and mise- 
ry caused by Christianity. 

Muca Esteemep CITIZEN, 
Wirn inexpressible satisfaction I forward to you the undermen- 
tioned subscription, being the mites of a few friends to universal, 
civil, and religious liberty, in this town. Some of them are 
ardently attached to your principles; others, though not exactly 
agreeing with you, sincerely hope that you will conquer the des- 
potic, intolerant, persecuting, and despicable faction, by whom 
you are assailed; they admire your persevering constancy in a 
good, yea, in the best of causes, and have chosen this method ‘of 
conveying to you what pecuniary assistance they can afford, their 
sincere and heartfelt thanks. You are assailed by a powerful 








852 THE REPUBLICAN. 





body of corruption, superstition, fanaticism, and vice; but, pow- 
erful as they are, they dare not attack you, but im the most dis- 
honorable manner; they would come before you, but they know 
you would hold up the sacred mirror of truth, and expose them 
in all their black and glaring deformity; they dare not come to 
the light, because their deeds are evil, they dare not attack you 
with the pen and printing press, knowing, that with those weapons 
they would seon be foiled; they dare not let you rest on your 
own intrinsic merits, knowing that you would soon put to flight 
every thing corrupt, venal, and tyrannic in the country, and then 
their craft would be at anend. But what dare they do? They 
dare send an informer to buy a book from a servant of yours ; 
they even dare to swear it is blasphemous though they cannot de- 
fine the term; they dare to send him to prison, and when the 
have done all this, they dare not take him to trial, until they have 
prepared a Jury, whom they well know (to repeat a former libel) 
are, “ like a well whipped pack of hounds, eagerly attempting to 
run him down by their joint clamour and exertion.” 

Having glanced at what our enemies dare and dare not do: let 
us see what we dare todo? Wr DARE DO ALL THAT MAY BE- 
COME US AS MEN. Our enemies, and the enemies of all that is 
good, great, and ennobling, dare do more. They resort to the 
most UNMANLY practices, and why? Because we have truth on 
our side. Is truth then become so hateful? Alas! it is, and 
falsehood, because it supports and props the most dishonest prac- 
tices, is the idol of the day. Kings and priests must be put down 
before truth will be publicly embraced; the two crafts are so in- 
terwoven with each other and with falsehood, that it is necessary 
to destroy the one, to rid the world of the other. It is only under 
a virtuous system of Government, that virtue will be encouraged 
and esteemed; that truth will be sought after and practised; and 
that man will enjoy his natural rights. Such a system of Government 
we pledge ourselves to endeavour unceasingly to establish in this 
island: a system in which the rights of man will be respected; 
in which the few will not legislate for the many, without fair elec- 
tion, in which, every theory, every system, will stand upon its 
own bottom; in which vice of every kind will be punished, and 
held up to execration; and in which every man may enjoy his 
own opinion unmolested, so long as he will do so without wmjuring 
or persecuting his fellow creature. 

I should like to face little Jef again, to let him see, that his an- 
gry looks, his parchment bonds, and his years of imprisonment, 
cannot deter men from speaking the truth. He says, the truth is 
a-libel, and must not be spoken; but it shall be spoken, and rung 
in his ears, till he is deafened with the sound. Our friends in 
Sheffield return their thanks to the brave fellows who have already 
battled in the legal storm, and they hope a man will not be want- 
ing, till persecution is stayed, for by suffering we shall conquer. 
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Hoping that you will finally triumph over your detestable ene- 
mies, and live to enjoy the fruit of your labours, your sentence 
reversed, remunerated for the robberies and injuries inflicted on 
you, and your persecutors made to acknowledge and feel that 
yours has been an illegab and unjust imprisonment, 


I-remain Citizen, in behalf of the subscribers, 


Your friend, and fellow labourer, 
WILLIAM HOLMES. 





Subscriptions received at 28, West Bar Green. 


I. G., an Advocate for James Thorp 
Free Discussion 2 Richard Carlile Holmes 
Sarah Ellison Thomas Rogers 


ON Ww wv 
CoO OAS 
—- Oe = © 
mAACcCloOoN 


C. W. Haywood Henry Bell 
Thomas Turton William Cross 
John Pritchard Mr. Gray 
Collected by M. Hobson, Grennside. 
Matthew Hobson 1 O Mrs. Kirk 0 6 
Mrs. Hobson 1 0 Thomas Parkin 0 6 
Matthew Hobson, Jun. 0 6 William Turner 1 0 
John Hobson 1 O William Dronfield 1 0O 
John Kirk Wee 
Collected by Basket Makers. 

Adam Renwick 4 0 George Tummond 0 6 
William Lindley 2 0 John Porter 0 6 
George Moore 2 0 George Nadin 1 0 
Thomas Moore lt O Charles Needham 1 0 
W. Summerfield 2 0 

Collected by W. Ellison. 
William Ellison 4 0 John Drury } 6 
Ellis Armitage 0 6 An Enemy to Perseeution®O 6 
George Scott 1 0 Do. do. 0 6 
John Carr 1 0 Do. do. 0 6 
William Hardwick 1 6. Do. do. 1 6 

Collected by W. Holmes. 
J. Swindon $-6-H. A. B. 2 6 
Thomas Turton 2 6 A Friend to Free Discus- 
S. D. 2 6 sion res 
L. P. 2 6 J. Grant @ 
G. Johnson 2 6 T.C. Norbriggs 1 0 
J. P. Cutts, a Detester M. B. 1 0 

of Priestcraft 2 6 William Lee 2 

A Friendto Free Enquiry 2 6 George Bray 1 0 
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Charles Sigsworth 1 0 Mrs. Steel 
A Friend to the Liberty Charlies Wilson 
of the Press Mr. Richardson 
Do. do. Friend Le Globe est ma 
A Detester of. Priestcraft Patrie 
T. R., an Enemy to Per- Charles Tingle 


secution 5 J. L. 
John Ward, Esq. 2 Charles Ward 





TO MR. WILLIAM HOLMES, 28, WEST-BAR GREEN, 
SHEFFIELD. 





Dorchester Gaol, June 20, 1824, as the fable goes. 
CrrizeEn, 

I conGRaATULATE your friends in Sheffield, you, and myself, that 
that town is now so well suited with an agent for my publications. 
You are just the man to re-kindle those mental powers which the 
temporary absence of the necessary solar rays had rendered cold 
and torpid. Mankind are every where the same, and at all times 
born in like ignorance; so that,the savage of a thousand or two 
thousand years ago, would be followed in character by the savage 
of to day, did not that education whichis constituted in the know- 
ledge, the customs, and the manners of society, educate him to 
different habits and reflections. All that is necessary to make ail 
happy is right education, and I pride myself in the assurance, that 
what you are doing in Sheffield is the most speedy and most 
effectual means to thatend. It rather becomes me to thank you 
for what you have done, and are doing, than to say a word to 
you about perseverance, whose conduct in that shape is so exem- 
plary. I return my thanks to the Sheffield friends for this further 
subscription, and acknowledge that I feel invigoration renewed 
and increased by every notice and support of this kind. 


I am, Citizen, your gratified fellow labourer, 
RICHARD CARLILE. 








NEWSPAPER REPORTS. 





In the Morning Chronicle of Wednesday June 9, a very good re- 
ort of the trial of Mr. William Campion was inserted: the next 
day, Thursday the 10th, the admirable defence of Mr. Hassell was 
inserted at length. This was fair, honest conduct. The Chroni- 
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cle, like every other newspaper, ought to give fair accounts of all 
public trials, and its proprietors and managers ought to be held 
no more responsible for the opinions of Deists expressed in their 
trials, than for the conduct of those who may be tried for crim. 
con.; yet all good Christian people read those latter trials with 
avidity, and run to purchase those papers which contain the most 
lascivious accounts. Let the Editor of any one of those papers, 
the sale of which has been greatly increased by accounts of rapes 
and crim. cons., only do bare justice to an honest Deist, and out fly 
all the good Christian people who have read with delight his lus- 
cious descriptions, and threatens him with throwing up his paper. 
As much bawdy, Sir, as you please, but no reasoning against su- 
perstition. You may do as much as you dare for the corruption 
of morals. Adultery, rapes, abductions, boxing,matches, &c. you 
may detail at any length, these things we admire very much, keep 
to these and we will purchase your paper. These things are good, 
they assist to “‘ train up the child in the way he should go, that 
when he is old he may not depart therefrom.” But no reasoning 
on speculative subjects, or look to the sale of your paper. This 
lesson has been just read to the Morning Chronicle, and the con- 
sequence is the following paragraph :— 


“‘ We do not doubt that if the system now acted on with regard 
to Carlile, be followed up vigorously, it will be so far successful, 
that it will deter people from serving in the shop in Fleet Street, 
and consequently will break up that concern, _We can hardly 
conceive that mere attachment to any set of principles, without any 
hope of gain or advantage, will induce men (in any number) to ex- 
pose themselves to an imprisonment of three years.—In fact, we 
do not well see what motive a mere sceptic can have of exposing 
himself to any great severity of punishment. A very zealous be- 
liever in a positive religion, may lay down his life in its defence, 
upon the same principle that he would deem its triumph cheaply 
purchased by the sacrifice of the lives of others, because, in return 
for what he loses here, he secures eternal happiness. But the scep- 
tic who looks forward to no compensation in a future life for suf- 
fering in this, who conceives that when his eyes are closed for the 
last time, he will be as if he never had been, to whom the progress 
of mankind, in good or evil, a thousand years hence, cannot be 
known, and, therefore, must be a matter of perfect indifference,— 
if he is at all consistent with himself, ought to enter into no-con- 
test respecting principles which may expose him to privation or 
suffering. Allowing him to be impressed with the highest idea 
of the beneficial tendency of his principles, and admitting that a 
sentiment of benevolence might lead him to communicate a know- 
ledge of them to others, it would be carrying benevolence very far 
indeed, were he to offer up his own life, or subject himself to se- 
vere punishment, for the pleasure of exercising it. Vanity and 
the love of distinction sometimes carry men a great way, but they 
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are seldom proof against years of close imprisonment. We there- 
for dook forward to the close of the shop in Fleet Street, as a mat- 
ter of course.” 

This is a sample of the drivelling to which the proprietors and 
editors are forced, to preserve their readers. Their business is to 
get money, and we do not condemn-them for getting money; but 
surely they ought not to go beyond the truth. 

Tae Suor in Fieer STREET WILL NOT BE CLOSED AS A MAT- 
TER OF COURSE, nor closed at all. Persons are pressing forward 
with avidity to fill the places of the persecuted; and let the Chris- 
tians look to the consequences of those persecutions. Shut up 
the shop indeed! not we. It shall not be shut up so long as the 
means of paymg rent and taxes can be found? and of this there 
happily exists no doubt. The attempt of the enemy by a multi- 
tude of persecutions to exhaust the means of defence and thus to 
ruin the concern. It is therefore the duty of every one to assist 
as much as he can, towards preventing the consequences aimed at 
by the enemy. Efforts are making to provide the means of pay- 
ing tent and taxes, which will probably succeed, but the assist- 
ance of all is necessary to defray the unavoidable expences of so 
many prosecutions. At any rate, the shop will be kept open, and 
those who have been, and those who inay be persecuted, will have 
as much assistance as means may be found to give them. They 
will go on on any terms, arid without assistance if it cannot be pro- 
cured, nothing will deter them, and these are reasons why they 
should be supported by subscription from every friend to free dis- 


cussion. 








TO THE VIRTUOUS WILLIAM CAMPION. 





Most ExceLient Youne May! 
For your late gallant conduct “ in the battle of ignorance against 
knowledge, superstition against reason, brute force against moral 
power, vice against virtue, dishonesty against honesty, and tyranny 
against liberty”; I send you the enclosed Five Pound Note. 

I will not forget your comrades who have fallen in the same 
glorious cause, but I have not yet seen any account of their ex- 
ploits. 
| “AN ENEMY TO PERSECUTION.” 
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